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You can read what’s in this brief. You might even find it useful.
But then again, if you know everything whats left to explore?
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COUNTRY TRAVEL INFO.
BRIEF:
ALBANIA

LOCATION:

Southeastern Europe, bordering the Adriatic Sea and Ionian Sea, between
Greece to the south and Montenegro and Kosovo to the north
LAND BOUNDARIES:
Total: 691 km
Border countries (4): Greece 212 km, Kosovo 112 km, Macedonia 181 km,
Montenegro 186 km
CLIMATE:
mild temperate; cool, cloudy,
interior is cooler and wetter

wet

winters;

hot,

clear,

dry

summers;

TERRAIN:
mostly mountains and hills; small plains along coast
LANGUAGE:
Albanian. Most people understand and speak some Italian
CURRENCY:
Albaninan LEK:

1.00 EUR
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A

INFRASTRUCTURE & LOGISTICS

A010 - ROAD CONDITIONS & NAVIGATION

A
A010

Total: 18,000 km
Paved: 7,020 km
Unpaved: 10,980 km (info as of 2002)
SIGN

NAME

DEFINITION

Motorway Road (Rrugë Autostradale)

Highest level of roadway marked
as "A #" on a green field.

State Road (Rrugë Shtetërore)

Main and most common level of
roadway linking major cities
marked as "SH #" on a blue field.

District Road (Rrugë Rrethi)

Lower level of roadway found
between districts and marked as
"Rr #" on a blue field.

Municipal Road (Rrugë Komunale)

Lowest level of roadway typically
found in rural areas. These
segments are marked as "K #" on
a white field though it is not
observed on the ground.

Road conditions throughout Albania vary. Dirt roads
are far more common than black top/paved roads. Main
highways run N to S with irregular crossings and
scarce traffic control. Road sign are frequent and
well marked. Guardrails are common however beware of
people crossing in the middle of the highway. A
common sight were men [elder and
middle
aged]
standing on the side of the roads apparently watching
cars drive by. Occasionally they would cross the road
on foot w/out prior warning and in absence of traffic
lights, passages or pedestrian crossings.
Secondary roads are a mix match of paved and dirt.
Animals of domestic use are often found on the road.
Most
common events are the presence of animals
pulling carts and loads. Highways and secondary roads
are subject to dense TRUCK/SEMI/18WHEELER vehicles,
possibly overloaded.
Back country and tertiary roads are primarily dirt
roads. Stretches of roads are subject to erosion and potholes. Roads
often become narrow and road signs scarce.
NAVIGATION is easy, we suggest purchasing a Map once in country to
facilitate navigation due to Language and Alphabetical differences. Local
populace often welcoming and helpful.
REF. CODE: LGOAIDCTIAA01042016
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Despite the perceived negative connotation to driving in
Albania, most vehicles manage not to get into accidents
by simply exercising common sense and following their
own way through the chaotic traffic.
The law of the strongest fully applies on the Albanian
roads. In cities, traffic is slow thus more secure than
in rural areas. Expect reckless driving such as hairraising overtaking even on turns, driving on the wrong
side of the road, stopping on highways by the road side,
uncontrolled entrance points, horse-drawn carts and
pedestrians, and complete ignoring of stop signs and
right of way at intersections. Albanian drivers are
prone to using visual and acoustic aids regularly such
as honking, headlight flashing, or high beams at night.
Daytime running lamps must be activated outside urban
areas.

IN PHOTO: ALBANIA
ROAD RYSTEM
AS OF FEB 9TH 2015
It is strongly recommended to have an up-to-date GPS, as many new roads
have been recently added to the Albanian road network. If the GPS does
not work, throw it out of your window, a paper or internet-based map
would will be useful. Street names on the ground do not always coincide
with maps as the current address system has been recently introduced. In
the mountains, some roads can be narrow and windy with switchbacks,
unpaved, and missing guardrails. A portion of these roads are being
gradually paved and brought to European standards by the Albanian
Development Fund, FSHZH whatever that stands for. Other roads still have
few road signs or misleading ones. Its strongly advised to always keep a
spare tire.
**State roads continue to deteriorate from lack of maintenance while
others remain unfinished.**
ADVICE FROM U.S DEPARTMENT OF STATE - BUREAU OF CONSULAR AFFAIRS
Exercise strong caution and drive defensively.
Be aware emergency response services are inadequate.
First responders have limited medical training and equipment.
Accident
victims are often transported to the nearest hospital in the car of a
passerby.
Road conditions are especially awful poor in rural areas in winter months
and during inclement weather.
Do not travel at night.
dangerous.

Travel outside of urban areas is particularly

Fuel and repair services are common in populated areas but there is no
formal roadside assistance.
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*take these warnings with a grain of salt - also to be said that our case
does not make it a rule* - L.G.O.A.I.D
A011 - SPEED LIMITS
URBAN:
EXTRA URBAN:
STATE ROAD:
MOTORWAY:

A011

40 KPH
80 KPH
90 KPH
110 KPH

A020 - ROAD FEES/ TOLLS

A020

As of August 2015 Albania road system is TOLL FREE. It is soon expected
that a toll system will soon be imposed.
A030 - FUEL AVAILABILITY & COSTS

A030

Fuel is readily available throughout the country.
Easily found along Main Motorways.
Frequently found along State Roads.
Full resupply recommended if traversing District / Municipal roads.
Record prices
Unleaded
Diesel
LPG*

Minimum price
1.109 €/L
1.102 €/L
0.396 €/L

Maximum price
1.433 €/L
1.354 €/L
0.691 €/L

*By our account LPG was rarely available.
!!There are NO automatic petrol pumps!!

A040 - SAFETY & SECURITY

A040

EMERGENCY NUMBERS:
Ambulance:
Mobile:

127
N.A

A040A

Police:
Fire:
Crime:

129
128
A040A

U.S. government employees are prohibited from travelling to the southern
town of Lazarat due to potential violence associated with marijuana
cultivation.
The security situation there remains volatile, and the
police’s ability to protect and assist travelers in and near Lazarat is
still limited.
Use common sense and the same personal security measures you would use
normally.
Do not leave bags unattended. duh…
Avoid placing passports, cash or other valuables in the outer pockets of
backpacks or purses.
REF. CODE: LGOAIDCTIAA01042016

NOT GOVT. OFF. DOC

4 of 19

ALBANIA
L . G . O . A . I . D

*

*

Do not leave valuables in plain view in unattended vehicles and close
windows and lock doors.
Surrender your vehicle if you are carjacked.
Use Automated Teller Machines (ATMs) located inside of banks.
any evidence of tampering with the machine before use.
Avoid bars and strip clubs in Tirana.
occurred in the past.

Check for

Incidents involving firearms have

Be aware when using public Internet cafes and open WiFi your sensitive
personal information, account passwords, etc. is subject to theft.
A040B

LANDMINES & HIKING NORTH-EAST ALBANIA

A040B

You should take care when visiting or hiking in the north-east border
areas of Albania. Avoid entering locations that display landmine or
unexploded ordnance warning signs. Landmine clearing activities continue
across the border in Kosovo. Seek information from local authorities if
you are unsure.
ADVICE FROM U.S DEPARTMENT OF STATE - BUREAU OF CONSULAR AFFAIRS
N.B* Be aware van and personal vehicle passengers have been robbed and
killed in the past two years in Tepelene on the route from Sarandë to
Tiranaon the route from Athens to Tirana. Two Czech tourists were killed
in a carjacking near Theth in 2015.
A050 - HOSPITALS & HEALTH

A050

LIST OF HOSPITALS:
Hygeia Hospital Tirana Tirana
Universal Hospital Tirana Tirana
American Hospital Albania Tirana/Fier/Durrës
University Hospital Center, Tirana
University Maternity Hospital Tirana
Central Trauma Hospital Tirana
German Hospital Tirana, Tirana
Durrës International Hospital, Durrës
Amavita Hospital Tirana Tirana
Polyclinics
Polyclinics are located in urban areas and because the Ministry of Health
owns them, they are better funded than the health centres. Outside of the
capital, Tirana, polyclinics are the responsibility of the district
hospitals. A director from a district hospital is in charge and they are
able to draw on district hospital staff. Polyclinics offer specialised
outpatient care, but patients are expected to be referred by a doctor.
However, in Albania, this is seldom the case and many use the polyclinic
as their first point of contact with medical care.
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A051A

District Hospitals

A051A

District hospitals provide inpatient care. There are 20 larger district
hospitals with anything from 100 to 400 beds, and 22 smaller hospitals.
District hospitals provide the population with internal medicine,
paediatrics, general surgery, obstetrics and gynaecology. Patients must
be referred to hospital by a GP or consultant or through the emergency
ward.
Hospitals
Hospitals are situated in urban areas and the Ministry of Health owns
most. There are 51 hospitals in the country and this number includes
several specialist hospitals, a military hospital and a government
hospital. The Catholic Church is organising the construction of a private
hospital with 200 beds in Tirana, but the venture is moving at a slower
pace than expected. It is not yet clear how this hospital will be
financed, nor how much the public sector will donate to this venture.
Albania has a shortage of hospital beds for both long and short-term
patients, but Albania’s hospital bed shortage is by no means as low as
some of its richer Western European counterparts.
The rate of admissions in Albania is much lower than most other countries
in Europe. One of the reasons for the low rate of admissions is that poor
people in Albania often avoid hospitalisation because they cannot afford
the under-the-table payments demanded by doctors and other personnel.
They are also often put off by the inferior services, shortage of
medicines and unsanitary environment discourage. The net result of this
avoidance of necessary hospitalisation is that Albanians have a lower
life expectancy than most of their European neighbours.
A051B

EMERGENCY CARE

A051B

Emergency rooms are located in main hospitals. Many people use the
emergency ward as their first point of contact with the health service
because their avoidance of early care and lack of preventative medicine
means that illnesses are often left to critical states before receiving
treatment. Many village-based people also find it extremely difficult to
travel from rural areas to hospitals and again they tend to suffer in
silence rather than seek out medical attention.
Many of the hospitals have inadequate blood supplies and facilities to
treat trauma patients properly and often emergency patients are
transferred to neighbouring Greece for further care.
A051C

PRIVATE CLINICS

A051C

More recently, a number of private clinics have set up outpatient
services in major cities. Most of them offer high tech treatment and
diagnostic services and are extremely well organised and funded. Any form
of state insurance does not cover private clinics, and as a result, they
are not accessible to poor people or members of other marginalised and
vulnerable groups who lack the money to pay for them.
[NEXT PAGE]
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A051D

DENTISTRY

A051D

All dental clinics in Albania are privately owned. However, children
below the age of 18 are entitled to free dental care, which is usually
administered in school-based clinics. Sadly, such clinics suffer from
shortages of equipment and adequately trained staff.
A051E

PHARMACIES

A051E

Pharmacies have to be licensed by the government to sell drugs in
Albania. Basic medicines, which the state deem necessary to fight common
illnesses, are subsidised.
ADVICE FROM U.S DEPARTMENT OF STATE - BUREAU OF CONSULAR AFFAIRS
Medical care at private hospitals and clinics in Tirana is below western
standards, and facilities outside Tirana have very limited capabilities.
Hospitals outside Tirana are rarely staffed to handle serious trauma or
major medical care cases.
Albania has few ambulances.
Injured or
seriously ill U.S. citizens may be required to take taxis or other
vehicles to the nearest major hospital.
Sporadic blackouts throughout the country can affect food storage
capabilities. Tap water is not safe to drink. Air pollution is also a
problem throughout Albania, particularly in Tirana.
A060 - MECHANICAL/VEHICLE SUPPORT
N/A.

A060

We have no personal experience with mechanics in Albania.

A061 - MANUFACTURER SUPPORT

A061

MANUFACTURER CENTRES ALBANIA:
TOYOTA:
Toyota Tirana SH.A
Adresa: Autostrada Tirane-Durres km 18,Tirane Shqiperi
Tel: +355 057580624
Mob:+355 67 20 77077; +355 67 20 82888
E-mail: info@toyota.com.al
LAND ROVER:
Adress: Autostrada Tirane-Durres, KM1, Tirana, 9999
Mob: N/A
E.mail: erlis.mati@tirana-auto.al
HYUNDAI:
Address: Autostrada Tirane-Durres, km1 (prane spitalit grek Hygeia)
Phone+355-4-241-0318
REF. CODE: LGOAIDCTIAA01042016
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Fax+355-4-241-0319
MERCEDES-BENZ:
Adress: Autostrada Tirane-Durres, Km-7
Tirane, Albania
Postal code: 1051
Info: +355 44 500 333
Servis 24h: + 355 69 40 91 643
Servis MB: + 355 69 40 91 633
E-mail: info@mercedes-benz.al
Web: http://mercedes-benz.al/
A070 - COMMUNICATIONS AND INTERNET

A070

Internet access is frequent. Most large public restaurants/Bars/Cafés
will offer WiFi. HOWEVER it is most frequently really, really fucking
slow.
Cellular Network is widely available in urban areas and reception is
good. Rural Areas stretching to the North and Mountainous region in the
South are subject to poor cellular & DATA reception.
A080 - MONEY MATTERS

A080

Albania is a cash economy.
Credit card acceptance is limited.
Large
cities have banks that change travelers' checks and widely-available
ATMs.
A100 - ADVICE FROM US

A100

Overall our experience in Albania with regards to section A was positive.
Road conditions were ok and our rig fared well. We suffered no punctures
or breakdowns. Fuel quality was OK and populace helpful. Only once we
worried of our situation due to a wrong turn and ending up in a rough
area of the city Duress. A quick egress and situational awareness meant
we were able to sleep soundly that night. We recommend constant attention
and situational awareness from all, especially when in urban areas, or
areas subject to traffic. As we’re sure you already do, and probably are
more experienced than us, you can never be too careful. Gather
information from locals and avoid areas indicated as risky. We suggest
making your vehicle as unappealing and nondescript as possible. Standard
Expedition Safety Procedures apply. Carry photocopies of all documents
and stash cash [USD $ or local] on your person. Keep water supplies
stocked and purchase from main stores as a precaution.

[NEXT PAGE]
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B

CAMPING & FACILITIES

B

Camping in Albania is nothing to worry about. We wild camped all nights
and had no problems. Albania is quite safe, and
we did not expect any
problems. Having said that, it helps if you establish contact with helps
if you if you establish contact with the people around you. Check if they
are OK with your staying on their land (even when it does not look like
it, there is always an owner - with or without official title, but
certainly someone who can trace back ownership eight generations or so).
In that case you could offer to pay, it's just a it's a legitimate deal,
and like a regular fee for camping on their land.
Facilities are common and food supply and variety is ordinary. Local
markets are frequent as well as small grocery stores around the country
and in smaller towns.
B010 - CAMPING

B010

As to basic research conduced by us prior to our expedition campsites
are present throughout Albania. We cannot vouch for any of them. we
suggest looking at
http://ioverlander.com/
and
https://en.camping.info/albania/campsites
for more accurate information
www.werejustkidding.com
B011 - COSTS & AVAILABILITY

B011

N/A No sizeable information collected by us during our time in Albania.
B020 - WILD CAMPING

B020

B021 - From our experience wild camping is the better way. We camped on
beaches near Durrës, Vlore and Sar
B022 - Northern Alps are amazing, however the areas’ safety is not 100%,
we suggest it’s better to wait another couple of years,or camp in a
group. Southern Albania is mountainous and offers beautiful nature too.
It is comparatively safer.
B023 - Areas for hiking: Kurvelesh, Skrapar, whatname, Permet, Albanian
Riviera (Vlora-Saranda coastline). For updated and current information
you can contact Outdoor Albania in Tirana. They run a small restaurant in
'Siri Kodra' street, the place is called 'OA Club', near hotel 'Alpin'.
They organize hiking and hiking excursions and other activities.
Alternatively you can collect information and proceed independently.
B024 - You can buy maps in bookshops in Tirana or at border crossing/fuel
stations. Detailed maps can be acquired from the Albanian Institute of
Geography [between Parliament building and movie theater ‘Millenium2'].
REF. CODE: LGOAIDCTIAA01042016

NOT GOVT. OFF. DOC

9 of 19

ALBANIA
L . G . O . A . I . D

*

*
B030 - SUPPLIES

B030

Supplies of different nature are easily obtainable throughout Albania.
Less frequently in the Northern areas than the Southern areas. For
medical supplies refer back to SECTION A050 and A051 PAGES 4, 5.
B031 - FOOD & MISC.

B031

Throughout Albania we found a variety of large Supermarkets with most of
the common goods for in enrobe readily available.
Small grocery stores and shops are often found and well supplied and will
probably have toiletries and detergents in store too.
Please be aware of exchange rates. they might try screw you over.
Double check expiry dates, sources and ingredients. Same labels do not
mean same produce and ingredients.
B031A - Local cuisine is particular and very tasteful.Try it!
B032 - EQUIPMENT
N/A

B032

no particular information of notice collected whilst in country.

B100 - ADVICE FROM US

B100

Our concerns with arguments in SECTION B proved ungrounded in Albania.
Customer service was excellent and the quality of produce remarkable. As
always caution is advised when purchasing from local food markets. Watch
out for the dirty gypsies and garbage towns. Keep an eye out for non
hygienic environments and treatment of produce. We recommend purchasing
stock of bottled water from large or small supermarkets / stores etc.

[CONT. NXT. PAGE]
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C

DOCUMENTATION & LAWS

C

C010 BORDER CROSSING DOCUMENTATION
C010A

C010
BORDERS

C010A1

C010A

BORDER CROSSING PER COUNTRY

C010A1
Albania – Greece

Kapshticë (Devoll)

– Krystallopigi (Prespes, important border
crossing)

Tre Urat (Përmet)

– Melissopetra (Konitsa)

Sopik (Dropull)

- Drymades (Pogoni, pedestrian only, not frequently
used)
– Ktismata (Pogoni, the main border crossing)

Kakavia
Rips (Finiq)

– Ampelonas (Filiates, pedestrian only, not
frequently used)

Qafë Botë (Konispol)

– Sagiada (Filiates)
Albania – Macedonia

Bllatë (Dibër)

– Spas (Debar)

Qafë Thanë (Pogradec) – Ќafasan (Struga, the main border crossing)
Tushemisht (Pogradec) – Sveti Naum (Ohrid)
Goricë (Pustec)

– Stenje (Resen)
Albania – Kosovo

Qafë Morinë (Tropojë) – Gjakovë
Qafë Prush (Has)

– Gjakovë

Morinë (Kukës)

– Vërmicë (Prizren, the main border crossing)

Orgjost (Kukës)

– Orqushë (pedestrian only, not frequently used)

Shishtavec (Kukës)

– Dragash, opened as normal border crossing on
May 10, 2013
Albania

- Montenegro

Muriqan (Shkodër)

– Sukobin (Ulcinj)

Han i Hotit (Malësi e Madhe)

– Božaj (Podgorica, the main border
crossing)

Bashkim (Malësi e Madhe)

– Gusinje (Plav)

REF. CODE: LGOAIDCTIAA01042016
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BORDER CROSSING PER VECTOR

C010A2

NORTH: In the north of Albania there are three border control points with
Montenegro.
1 - The narrow road from Ulcinj, Montenegro to Shkoder via Muriqan/
Sukobin (E851/SH41) is used mainly by locals. As of 2012, the Montenegrin
section is under construction.
2 -However, it is worth a try to avoid heavier traffic on the main road
(E762/SH1) to Hani i Hotit which has almost finished (2012). Ask any
police officer to point you in the right general direction from Shkoder;
they are helpful, courteous and friendly.
3 - The border crossing in the mountains (SH20) near Vermosh is accessed
by a 30km section of really rocky unpaved mountain track (as of summer
2015), although there is construction work ongoing. This road is only
suitable for 4x4 vehicles and motorbikes designed for off-road use.
SOUTH: There are multiple border crossings with Greece.
1 - The biggest and most famous one is the Kakavie Border, which is about
45km from Gjirokaster.
2 - Another border crossing, which is less frequently used, is Qafe Bote,
which is after Butrint and about 43 km from Saranda. This road can get
you to many calm beaches in Greece and the city of Igoumenitsa.
3 - The border crossing Tre Urat is best used only if you are going to
Permet or want to see some wonderful scenery; this border crossing is
about 35km from Permet.
4 - Another important border crossing with Greece is Bilisht. This
crossing is mainly used for traveling to Kastoria, Thessaloniki,
Istanbul, and/or other parts of Eastern Greece. The closest major
Albanian city from this border crossing is Korca at about 35km away.
5 - Crossing the border through the mountains looks easy, but it ain’t.
we get that you want to be adventurous. Just stick to the official
checkpoints and border crossings.
EAST: There are two major border control points with Macedonia.
1 - The most well-known and often-frequented one is Qafe Thane This
border crossing is the fastest way to get to Ohrid, the Albanian parts of
Macedonia and Skopje. This crossing is about 65km from Elbasan and 30km
from Pogradec.
2 - The second, named Tushemisht, is the closest one to Pogradec at only
6km and is mainly used for fat tourists and locals who want to see the
St. Naum Church and the Macedonian parts of Lake Ohrid.

REF. CODE: LGOAIDCTIAA01042016
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C010B/C

Documentation for Crossing Into Albania:

C010B

PERSONS

C010B/C
C010B

PERSON: valid I.D, preferably Passport. Verify W/ TABLE C010B/T1 if you
need VISA of sorts to enter depending on nationality.
EUROPEAN members enter no problem.
Passport should be valid for at least three months beyond your stay.
You may enter the Republic of Albania as a tourist without a visa if you
are a citizen of one of the 78 countries:
TABLE C010B/T1
Holders of passports of the following 78 jurisdictions can enter Albania
without a visa:[5]
European Union European Union / EFTA1
Andorra
Armenia 2
Bahamas 2 3
Brazil
Chile
Guatemala 2 3
Hong Kong 1 2
Kazakhstan 1 2
Macau 2 3
Mauritius 2 3
Monaco 1
Nicaragua 2 3
San Marino
Seychelles 2 3
Taiwan
United Arab Em. 2
Venezuela 2 3

Antigua and Barbuda 2 3
Australia
Barbados 2 3
Brunei 2 3
Costa Rica 2 3
Holy See
Israel l
Kosovo
Macedonia 1
Mexico 2 3
Montenegro 1
Panama2 3
Saint Kitts and Nevis2 3
Singapore 1
Turkey 2
United States 4

Argentina
Azerbaijan 2
Bosnia and Herzegovina
Canada 1
El Salvador 2 3
Honduras2 3
Japan
Kuwait 2
Malaysia
Moldova 2 3
New Zealand
Paraguay 2 3
Serbia
South Korea 1
Ukraine 2
Uruguay 2 3

*** CONDITIONS ***
1 - may enter using the ID card (Citizenship card for Canadians).
2 - citizens of these countries staying for more than 90 days within the
period of six months, need to obtain visa type D.
3 - states, whose citizens enter without visas due to their visa
liberalization with the Schengen area.
4 - allowed to stay up to one year in Albania without applying for a
Residency Permit.
Visit the Embassy of Albania’s website for more information.

[NEXT PAGE]
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C010B1

DRIVING LICENCE

C010B1

Driving licences issued in EU and EEA countries are accepted. If not you
will need an International Driving Permit, IDP 1949 to drive in Albania.
C010C

VEHICLE

C010C

Insurance wise VEHICLES must be insured WITH GREEN CARD.
C010D

DOCUMENTS ON THE ROAD

C010D

When driving in Albania the following documents should be carried:

- Full, valid driving licence
- Always carry teddy bears and mars bars
-

Proof of Insurance (third party or above)
Proof of ID (Passport)
Proof of ownership (V5C Certificate)
International Driving Permit, IDP 1949

While driving in Albania you are required by law to carry the following
items. Hefty on-the-spot fines can be issued for failing to carry
specific items:
- Headlamp beam deflectors (Depending on your vehicle, you will either
need deflector stickers or have to adjust the beam manually)
- First aid kits are compulsory when travelling in Albania
- Motorcyclists (Safety helmets are compulsory for drivers and passengers
of mopeds and motorcycles)
C020 - SHIPPING NOTES & CONTACTS

C020

MAJOR SEAPORT(S):
Durres
Saran
Shengjin
Vlore
AIRPORT(S) W/ PAVED RUNWAYS:
total: 4
2,438 to 3,047 m : 3
1,524 to 2,437 m : 1 (2013)

AIRPORT(S) W/O PAVED RUNWAYS:
total: 1
914 to 1,523 m: 1 (2012)

N/A NO CONTACT OR DIRECT INFORMATION ACQUIRED FROM L.G.O.A.I.D
C030 PERSONAL INSURANCE

C030

N/A NO INFORMATION ACQUIRED FROM L.G.O.A.I.D
C040 LAWS OF NOTICE

C040

N/A We did not face plant ourselves against any weird or absurd laws and
regulations.
REF. CODE: LGOAIDCTIAA01042016

NOT GOVT. OFF. DOC

14 of 19

ALBANIA
L . G . O . A . I . D

*

*
C041

Criminal Penalties:

C041

You are subject to local laws.
[NEXT PAGE]
If you violate local laws, even unknowingly, you may be expelled, truly
screwed, arrested, or imprisoned.
[US CITIZENS]If you break local laws in Albania, your U.S. passport won’t
help you avoid arrest or prosecution.
It is illegal to take pictures of certain physical structures in Albania.
Look for signs and guidance from security personnel.
Expect long jail sentences and heavy fines if you are convicted of
possessing, using, or trafficking in illegal drugs.
Police can detain any individual for up to 10 hours without filing formal
charges.
Carry a copy of your passport at all times as proof of identity and [OWN
COUNTRY] citizenship to local officials.
Driving under the influence could land you in jail immediately.
Women Travelers:
Forced marriage in Albania is increasingly rare but
does happen, particularly in remote areas.
Often these marriages are
arranged with the approval and assistance of the victim’s family.
Many
police officers are trained to respond to instances of domestic violence,
but implementation is mixed.
Victim protection laws and resources do
exist.
Contact the police first in an emergency and then call the
Embassy for additional assistance.
C042

ROAD RULES & LEGISLATION

C042

Rules of the road & regulations
Rules of the road:
Overtaking & passing
Overtake on the left. The rules are in accordance with the Convention on
Road Traffic 1968.
Priority
The rules are in accordance with the Convention on Road Traffic 1968.
Vehicles approaching from the right have priority at intersections,
unless a traffic light, traffic sign or police directing the traffic says
otherwise.
Emergency vehicles (police, ambulance, army vehicles, etc.) have priority
over other road users when using flashing lights and a siren.
REF. CODE: LGOAIDCTIAA01042016
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Warning of approach
The use of the horn is only allowed in case of emergency allowed all the
fucking time apparently, in order to fucking stress you out avoid an
accident. (strike through words are the legit indication). Outside builtup areas, it may be used before overtaking another road user.
Towing:
Caravans, camper vans, luggage and boat trailers may be temporarily
imported into Albania without formality.
It is recommended that an inventory of the contents of caravans, camper
vans or luggage trailers is shown to the customs on arrival, in order to
avoid any problems when leaving the country.
Snow chains:
In winter, mountain roads are snowy and icy and driving can be very
hazardous. It is recommended that cars be adequately equipped.
Seat belts:
The use of seat belts in the front seats is compulsory on all vehicles
manufactured after January 1978. They are also compulsory in the rear
seats of all vehicles manufactured after May 1990.
Travelling with children:
Children under the age of 12 travelling in the front passenger seat must
use an appropriate child restraint. Children under the age of 4
travelling in the rear seat must also use a child restraint.
Emergencies
In case of breakdown or accident, drivers must use a warning triangle or
hazard warning lights.
C043

PENALTIES

C043

On-the-spot fines
The police are empowered to impose fines of up to 5,000 ALL.
Traffic police pay particular attention to drivers of vehicles bearing
foreign registration plates. Visitors should therefore adhere and comply
to road traffic law at all times since the most minor of offences may
result in a big ass fine.
Parking:
Parking Regulations
Parking regulations conform with those in the Convention on Road Traffic
(Vienna, 1968).
Prohibited parking zones are marked with signs. Parking meters and discs
are not in use.
Enforcement of parking regulations
REF. CODE: LGOAIDCTIAA01042016
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In Tirana, vehicles parked in prohibited areas are towed away. Wheel
clamps are not used in Albania.
Parking fines are 500 ALL minimum (+ 4,000 ALL if towed away).

Disabled parking access
In public parking areas, spaces reserved for disabled drivers are marked.
Traffic lights:
Traffic lights
The international three-colour system of traffic lights is used.
DUI / Drink/drug driving:
Legal limit
The maximum level of alcohol in the blood is 0.01%. Just don’t drink and
drive. Don’t be a smart ass. You muppet.
Alcohol
If a person who drives or takes charge of a vehicle is suspected of being
under the influence of alcohol he must undergo a breath test.
A driver refusing to undergo an alcohol test may incur a fine of 5,000 to
20,000 ALL and his driving licence may be suspended.
C100

OUR EXPERIENCE WITH THE LAW

C100

As you all know the Long Arm of the LAW always wins. Fortunately and
thanks to us not behaving like hooligans on LSD (we have no idea what
that would be like, honestly) we had no encounters with the LAW of any
kind. Police officers offered attend able information and were helpful
and welcoming. Language barrier remains the main obstacle. We are sure we
would have enjoyed a beer and barbecue with any of those young men.
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D

DISCLAIMER

D

Notice to any user of this Document.
L.G.O.A.I.D (LONE GALLOPER OVERLAND ADVENTURE INTELLIGENCE DEPARTMENT)
makes no warranty, expressed or implied, as to the results obtained from
the use of the information on this document.
L.G.O.A.I.D (LONE GALLOPER OVERLAND ADVENTURE INTELLIGENCE DEPARTMENT)
shall hold no liability for the accuracy of the information and cannot be
held liable for any third-party claims or losses of any damages.
The user holds the right to view the information and usage for the
purpose for which it is intended and disclosed.
If user finds that trademarks, trade names, copyrights, patents or other
industrial property rights are disputed or infringed by a third party,
user shall promptly inform L.G.O.A.I.D (LONE GALLOPER OVERLAND ADVENTURE
INTELLIGENCE DEPARTMENT) thereof and shall commit to assist L.G.O.A.I.D
(LONE GALLOPER OVERLAND ADVENTURE INTELLIGENCE DEPARTMENT) in taking
necessary steps to protect its rights.
The information contained in this document does not constitute a
confirmed or factual representation of statistical information.
Information and statistic on this document have been collected,
reorganised and obtained via public domain and is referenced here below.
L.G.O.A.I.D (LONE GALLOPER OVERLAND ADVENTURE INTELLIGENCE DEPARTMENT)
may, at any time, revise the information on this document without notice
and makes no commitment to update this information.
This document is intended as a collection of data and information at the
disposal of travellers.
“REDACTED” sections hide random or BLABLABLA inexistent phrases or words.
It’s aesthetic. Just for fun…
D010

REFERENCES & SOURCES

D010

WEBSITES:
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/al.html
http://www.embassyofalbania.org/
https://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice/albania
https://www.lonelyplanet.com/thorntree/forums/europe-eastern-europe-thecaucasus
http://europe-cities.com/destinations/albania/health/
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E

THANK YOU ALL

E

With this unofficial document we aim to offer you basic country travel
information tailored to the adventurous and non ignorant overlander. Yes,
we made it look like some kind of top secret brief. We did it on purpose,
just for fun. Plus… we think its kinda funky. The format works; doesn’t
it?
E010

contacts

E010

If you like what we’re doing drop us an email at:
lonegalloperoverland@gmail.com
If you can’t wait for us to do more of these let us know by sending us a
photo of your best ‘impatient’ pose.
We only write briefs on countries we have travelled through…. its gonna
be a while before we do the whole world, don’t hold your breath!
E020

facebook

E020

We love seeing other people rigs and reading your stories! become part of
the community and share your photos, links and accounts (e.g Instagram on
our Facebook page!!
www.facebook.com/lonegalloper/
E030

interweb

E030

If someone sent you this brief and you have no idea where it came from
don’t worry, they are on our website ready to download in PDF!
visit us at www.lonegalloper.com for stories, photos and more!
and again, THANK YOU, THANK YOU, THANK YOU.

a very big hug,
stay safe ,

The L.G.O Team
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